YOTA'S NEW 60 SERIES
- LANDCRUISER IS A POWERHOUSE
| IN TURBO DIESEL FORM. WHAT
BETTER EXCUSE CAN THERE BE
FOR FITTING AN AUTOMATIC

TRANSMISSION?
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at the rear wheels as direct competitors.

But there was another reason, one
which made the auto version likely to be
even better than the manual. The manual
turbo diesel has so much power low
down, and such a responsive engine,
coupledto alight pedal and a fairamount
of ‘give’ in the driveline that rough terrain
tended to cause progress to become very
jerky. In some instances the jerkiness
could become so severe that the engine
would stall, and even when it didn't, the
whole experience could become quite
annoying.

When we tested the manual in acompar-
ison with Patrol, Pajero and Jackaroo
turbosin June (Vol. No.29) we were more
than happy with the engine itself, but
commented adversely on its combination
with the transmission. Some of that criti-
cism may have been misplaced, and the
blame may well have been deserved by
some other component in the systems
Whatever, the fact remains that the end
result was not the best.

It was then decided that we had to look
at the auto, figuring that the nature of an
automatic transmission would soak up
some of that jerkiness and provide a
smooth, controllable throttle response
under all conditions. We hoped, in effect
that the auto would remove our only
serious complaint with the turbo wagon.

So, did it?

The simple answer is yes. Even under
extreme provocation, the vehicle could
not be made to lurch in the way the
manual did. | particularly .sought out
some of the bumpiest uphilltracks I'could
find, including one ascent which is little
more than a path composed of large
diameter boulders, yetpower couldeasily
be fed in in such a way as to keep uphill
progress smooth and unfussed.

The pedalis still light, and there are still
the occasional surges in engine speed
due to your foot bouncing on the throttle,

but where this caused difficulties in
manual form, they made little practical
difference in the auto. Overall, | was
forcedtoconclude that theautoisactually
better in rough off-road conditions than
the manual because it allows that engine
to do its work properly, without masking
the, brilliance of. the' broad range of
massive power.

On the road, of course, there is some=
thing of a trade off. As with any automatic
you're going to have a minor drop in
outright performance. But in this case it
barely matters. There’'s so much urge
there to start with a small drop like that is
hardly worth mentioning. And it is small.
The auto 'Cruiser can still keep pace with

most ordinary cars and will readily accel-
erate with the best 4WDs, lagging only
slightly behind its manual counterpart.

Athighway speeds, overtaking remains
authoritative compared to most and the
engine doesn’t even begin to run out of
steam until well over 130kmh. Top speeds
in excess of 160kmh are achievable,
though overtaking power is reduced
above 130.

Around town, the transmission shifts
smoothly and unobtrusively. The lower
three ratios are well suited to this work
and the only criticism could be levelled at
the way fourth gear drops in and out so
readily. That, however, can readily be
overcome by moving the lever back to ‘3
until higher speeds are called for. Once
on the highway, that fourth gear gives low
engine speeds (and hence better fuel
economy) at respectable touring speeds.

That aside, and the small fuel penalty
associated with all autos, the only area
worthy of comment is the low range
ratios. Although the use of an automatic
transmission alleviates ratio problems in
many cases, it can't automatically cater
for engine braking. Unfortunately the
ratios in this case are a little too high for
steep descents and retardation has to be
found elsewhere — either by applying
some foot brake or (under some condi-
tions only) by pulling a notch or two of
hand brake.

We were left, at the end of our testing of
the manual, with the distinct feeling that
Toyota could well improve the vehicle. In
some ways we feltthat vehicle represented
an unintentional retrograde step only
offset by the beautiful power and towing
ability of the new turbo engine. For many
buyers, the trade off was worth it, and still
is, but for our money we should have
been able to have our cake and eat it too.

With the Automatic transmission, we

can.
axXa

By fitting the proven
STII Performance Kit,
you will dramatically
increase the torque
and horsepower of
your Pajero.

Complete Kit contains

detailed fitting
instructions and

includes: Tuned £
Exhaust Headers ® Sports Exhaust
System with Special Muffler

¢ ldentification Labels * Optional
Weber Carburettor Kit

If desired, the STII Performance Kit
can be fitted to your vehic
department
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>le in our own service

Write or phone us today for further details. Interstate enquiries given immediate
attention. Packaged and including pre paid freight to any locality in

Australia. Also available for other makes/models: Performance

kits, shock absorber kits, integrated air conditioning,

performance exhaust systems and full range of

optional extras.

I BEELIANY|

TUNING PRODUCTS

7 THORNTON CRESCENT, MITCHAM, VIC., 3132.

(03) 873 183

SPENCER BROS PTY LTD i
ADELAIDE: Doug Watkins (08) 45 2222. &~

PERTH: Les Power (09) 330 7244. HOBART: John Bell (002) 67 4622 )|




