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This year’s 4WDOTY test was almost completely dominated by Japanese vehicles: the Mitsubishi
Pajero and L300 Express 4WD; the Datsun 720 4WD ute and the Toyota Series 60 five-speed.
Germany managed to stick a steel toe in the door with the Mercedes-Benz 300GD — hence the
title of this year’s test: the ‘Axis Pact’. IAN GLOVER takes up the tale of the 4WDOTY test which,
because the judges could not make up their minds until the eleventh hour, became the toughest

engine’s screaming on 110

km/h. First day out on
4WDOTY 1983/84 roadtest; the
decider, the gladiatorial experience.

Our test route was much shorter

than previous years: a discipline
imposed on us by the demands of
both shooting video and stills for the
spreads you'll appreeiate in the
following pages. And, of course,

RIVING the Merc down the
, ’F4. The five-cylinder diesel

somewhere along the hne, we had to |

do our testmg, in a
When we're on
drivers swap veh
gauge each vehicle
otherwise in dissin
This year, our ro
the vast, back-breal
previous tests, bu
more than adequate
First day out was the run down the
Expressway to Mittagong. Not a long
run, you'd be right in saying, but with
video footage and stills, oneswhich

took us some four and a half hours £

which meant that, as we left my leafy
home in Sydney’s suburban
Wahroonga aroundsi.30 am, we didn’t
hit Mittagong until‘almost dusk. And
there was still footage to be done. We
stayed that night in The Poplars, on
the Hume Highway.

Early morning getaway the
following day. Day Two saw us
winding our way down the
Wombeyan Caves road. The first
frustration of the trip was a locked
gate where there wasn’t supposed to
be one. I'd taken the precaution of
writing to the relevant property owner
to enquire if there were any locked
gates on the route we proposed and,
not receiving on answer, presumed
there were none. We toyed with the
idea of breaking down the gate (this
being a perfectly legal practice if the
road 1n question is a gazetted public
thoroughfare), but, as we were unsure
of the legalities of the situation,
pressed on to find other 4WD trails
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Four-wheel Drive of the Year ever.

for the purposes of the test, even
though it took us miles out of our
intended way.

We ended up going up the Mount
Werong firetrail and out toward
Kanangra Walls, backtracked and
eventually reached our night
destination, Crookwell Hotel Motel,
via Taralga. The motel, a simple affair
tacked on to the pub, offered.some of
the softest, hottest shower water of the
trip. We rolled into Greokwell long
after dark, expecting a feed of only a
pie and sauce if we were lucky.
Lucky? We won the lotterysFhe
Chinese restaurant in Crookwell, run
by two eXpatnates ef Sydney s

dining foom. We pullad gLt ofdis
Crookwell in what'’s not~so-aptly
called ‘driving rain’. Matter of fact, it
was almost impossible to drive in this
rain. Our route this day took us out

walong thesroadste Boeroowa, followed

by a sharplexit morth ta such
wellsknown places as Binda, Markdale
and Bigga before we hit the
south-eastern banks of Wyangala Dam.
The roads were seécondary dirt'enes,
and the serpentine wheel tracks of
previously traversing 2WD vehicles
prompted an early shift of transfer
case levers. We pushed on into Cowra
for a night’s sojourn at the
Townhouse.

Yes, we stayed at motels and hotels.
People often ask us why we don’t
camp on these sort of ‘jaunts’. The
answer is, quite simply, that the best
light for a photographer is dawn and
dusk; the very times when you should
be putting up tents or making
breakfast. And, since the thought of
putting up tents in the dark is
horrendous enough, let alone the
reality of doing do, we stay in motels.

Also, though the idea of ‘just
driving around the country and being
photographed’ sounds all very
glamorous, the reality is that for every

shot you see in Overlander there are
at least three or four runs behind it to
make sure the image is captured on
film. The journalist can write his stuff
when he gets home. The photographer
must capture his work on the spot, at
the time. So it's “one more time”
more times than you really care to
know about.

The fourth day out took us back to
Wyangala Dam. for photographs,
Associate Editor\Tony Love and
photographer Greg McBean having
‘cased the joint' the previous evening.
From there, we eut through to
Woodstock, Canewindra, Cudal and
‘Molong, then bering up the Mitchell

j{ng,h\Aray to Welhngton and taking the

Soolma road through to Gulgong.
Sitting in the/Coffee Shop that night
— fresh lobsters (this far out west?) a
specialty, we replanned our route for
the rest of the trip.

Originally, I'd envisaged having the
4WD section well out of the way on
the secend daygeut, but those locked
gates had put paid to my intentions so

__it was necessany to plan a route taking

in a 4WD section we knew quite well:
the Carey's Peak Trail in the

““Barrington Tops; something we'd used

on 4WDOTY last year and an integral
part of the test route I'd sketched out
for Thiess Toyota for its new Hilux
release about two weeks earlier. The
original ‘script’ saw us beetling down
to Rylstone and then taking off
through Wollar, Bylong and Sandy
Hollow. Not so. In terms of mileage, it
was our ‘Longest Day’.

We hightailed it out of Gulgong very
early in the morning, after a 6.30 am
breakfast, heading north through Ulan,
Cassilis, Merriwa, Denman, Jerrys
Plains through to Singleton, where we
went straight on to East Gresford and
the dirt road leading to the Tops. It
was the Tops trail — the Carey's Peak
trail, to be precise — which broke the
Nissan 720. We limped it into
Raymond Terrace with a broken
transfer case. I should point out, at
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this stage, that in none of
Overlander’s tests do we put a vehicle
through any more than we'd expect
that vehicle to do if any of the testers
actually owned the vehicle himself.
Anyway, that night, we stayed at the
Sleepy Hill Motel, sadder but wiser.

OVERLANDER. February. 1984

On the
Cassilis Road
(outside Gulgong)

Maitland

Orange

Mount Werong

Wombeyan|
Caves
Taralga
‘Laggan Wyangala Dam
. ¢ (outside Cowra)

Breakfast was the usual early affair. pertinent vehicle’s sand perforiiiance
Photographer Greg McBean and his on this day. Today was the beach
loaned assistant, Tony Love, had been | driving exercise, and nearby Stsckton
up long before dawn, getting down Beach provided some of the toughest
detail shots of the winning vehicle, sand driving conditions in' Australia.
the decision having only been made And the rest is history. I invite you
the night before and subject to the to turn the pages . . . :
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I HERE was much contention

& about the inclusion of the

g Toyota Land Cruiser Series 60
' five-speed in 4WDOTY
1983/84. The arguments ran that as
the vehicle won Overlander’s
4WDOTY in 1981, were there enough
engineering improvements in the 1983
vehicle to warrant its inclusion?

Associate Editor Tony argued
that a five-speed box an
interior appointments did
constitute a worthy incl

Gordon Mallett, one of
who designated the Seri
five-speed as worthy of s
with Tan Glover and Ste
stated that it was just as n
contention as the four-dof
Rover. (The Range Rover
4WDOTY last year.)

I agree with both Gordon and Steve,
who pointed out that all the criticisms
we had made of the Toyota vehicle,
some two years ago, had been e
answered positively in the five-8p
The fact that the vehicle seemeld’
straining on long distance rungqﬂ,lﬁl top
(fourth) was no longer thgag,dbo‘” d
the improvement in interior
appointment was hardly cause for
alarm: more of celebration.

And it became a benchmark for
most of us, three of whom owned
Series 60s; the others had driven them
extensively, the four-speed being on
loan to Overlander for a period of one
year before I bought the vehicle. It
provided a point to compare against
an indication of what all Australians
have come to expect of 4WD vehicles.

On the expressway

The fifth gear certainly helps on the
open road. It provides for relatively
economical high speed running,
though those facts are given the lie by
our averaged fuel figures for the trip:
16.5 L/100 km. On the expresssway, it
was closer to 13 L/1000 km, which,
for a 4.3 litre petrol engine, ain’t bad.

OVERLANDER. February. 1984

On the last stage of our test, on the
Newcastle-Sydney Expressway, Ian
Lee finally lost patience driving at the
prescribed limit. He came through to
the tollgates at 155 km/h. We were all
linked up by CB (courtesy of
Santronic), tuned to Channel 4, and a
truckie’s voice came over . . .

_“Have I got
ith-bound

excellent

Secondary dirt roads (dry)
Because of its heavy weight, the Land
Cruiser oversteers perfectly
predictably when punted hard
through loose dirt corners and is a joy
to drive on your (and the vehicle’s)
limit. Corrugations still upset the
beast, harking back to the need for
aftermarket gas or oil damping which
would not upset handling in the
really rough conditions.

Wet weather ,

It's when the God of Rain decides it’s
on that the beauties of the Land
Cruiser become apparent. Three-speed
wipers, with the blades going sixteen
to the dozen on high, got us through
from Crookwell to Wyangala Dam

with perfect vision all the way, and
later, when the going became easier,
intermittent mode was a real boon.

But the trump card was the rear
window washer/wiper, which, in the
heavy mud conditions, with ‘road
grime’ flicked up all the time, kept the
rear window clean.

the torquey
cases, it's
e in 2WD,
areas

of the motor.

you’re used to it . . .

Four-wheel dnvmg

This performance was repeated on
rocky firetrails, where the Toyota
made everything look easy in
comparison with every other vehicle
bar the Benz. It proved to be basically
the ultimate ‘compromise’ vehicle —
in the treacherous sands of Stockton
Beach, despite its weight, it managed
all that the lighter vehicles did,
acquitting itself very well in the sand
stakes because of big motor and lots of
through-the-range grunt. Good gearing
matched with the 4.2 litre engine
proved a winner here.

Conclusions

One thing having the Series 60 along
did prove was that all owners of the
vehicle felt assured they'd made the
right choice for their needs. They said
they wouldn't buy anything else. lER
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Besides Overlander’s own roadtesters lan Glover, Tony Love
and Gordon Mallett, we asked two other people for their
opinion on what should be included in the 4WDOTY test. Phil
Scott mainly covers the lighter end of the total vehicle market,

while Truck and Bus’ Steve Brooks tends to the heavier end.

Steve Brooks

Aged 31, married. Feature Writer,
Truck & Bus.

Mercedes-Benz 300GD
“For sheer sophistication and
technological development in
four-wheel drives, the 300GD sets new
and very high standardssBumping the
$40,000 mark, its pri | put it out
of the reach for most aders and
the five-cylinder diese ine leaves
a lot to be desired in
department.
“However, standard |
four-speed automatic 11
transfer case ratios and
front and rear diff loc
engaged and disenga
and on the move, ind
spring suspension all
course, air conditioning and power
steering make it the state-of-the-art in
production line double-differs.

ependent
at can be

Mitsubishi Express L300 4x
““As the first of the 4x4 van
Express is ideal for a multit
crew-carrying applica@ns.
construction and mining comp
operating in desolate areas have
transported their workers in the
confines of double-cabs and
head-thumping troop carriers with
perimeter seating, the availability of a
specialist people-mover with
four-wheel drive ability should strike
a happy note with many.

“A wide side-opening door has
obvious advantages for entry/exit and
with more leg room there's no need
for back seat passengers to suffer the
‘knees in ears' syndrome . '

“Mitsubishi has broken new ground
simply by being first with a
long-awaited design.’

Toyota FJ60 Five-Speed ‘
“Toyota's Land Cruiser station wagon
was a success from the moment the
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first production model landed on our
shore. And why shouldn’t it be?
Comfort, style and fair off-roading
ability made it a popular choice with
the family man dirt-trackers, whose
numbers include business executives
and company bosses seeking a
compromise between good looks,
comfort and rough road ability.

“The logical improvement to this
successful formula was a five-speed
gearbox, which allows the driver to

he accept ngines in

ur-wheel ¢

(diesel) don't have the same hi
petrol, and Mitsubishi’s effort to
h the factory-built
ed diesel in
a worthy

Tony Love

Aged 28, married. Associate
Editor, Overlander.

Two thrusts into the off-road market
by Mitsubishi have created the most
interest and intrigue of all companies
this year — the Pajero and 4WD
Express van being the vehicles in
question.

a great impression
dards in ride

ile the Express
a missing
vehicle with
beyvond what
i

was a vehicle

over-engineering made it a worthy
contender, despite that price and that

out including
ed in this year’s

H







