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THE MOST DIFFICULT as-
pect of deciding on a winner
for any motoring award is de-
termining the criteria on which
such a decision should be
made.

Sister publication ‘Wheels’,
for example, which each year
presents the prestigious Car
of the Year (COTY) award,
redefined the parameters for
the thirteen year old award in
1976 to read that the model
was to have been released in
Australia within the calendar
year; could be fully impoited;
locally assembled or locally
manufactured; and had to

make a significant contribu-
tion in terms of advancement
in design, engineering excel-
lence, value for money, safety,
utilisation of resources, and
performance of intended func-
tion. Even given such detailed
criteria, difficulties arise. How
can one measure a Ferrari
Boxer against a Mazda 323,
for example?

‘Modern Motor’, in its one
(and only?) Car of the Year
Award of 1980, tried to assess
what the impact of vehicles
would be in the market place,
and give the accolade to the
vehicle(s), which wouldsmost
affect the buying tastes of the
consumer. A daunting task in
itself.

Obviously, with our award,
whieh, in many ways consti-
tutes an endorsement, we
would want to select a vehicle

which we felt would best serve
the needs of our readers.

But herein again lie inherent
problems, for our readership
spans a broad range of peo-
ple with multifold interests and
highly different reasons for
buying a 4WD. Young fisher-
man really are better off with
one sort of 4WD, while a
tradesman obviously has an-
other set of requirements.
Likewise, the family man who
wishes to show his children
the magnificence which the
Australian countryside offers
selects yet another type of ve-
hicle.

S0 perhaps the most impor-
tant eriterion is: how success-
ful have the designers been in
fulfilling an aim. There's a
vasily different.set of aims in-
volved in manufacturing a
successful pickup than there

is in making a station wagon.
And while we took five vehi-
cles on our 4WDOTY road
test, it should be borne in
mind that at no time were
those vehicles ‘compared’ per
se.

Certainly, there’'s an over-
lap in the functions of the Jeep
Cherokee six and the Toyota
FJ60. Both are designed as
long distance tourers with
4WD facility when the going
gets rough. In the grey area is
the Holden Jackaroo, which
compromises long distance
speed with undeniable fuel
savings. The Suzuki Sierra,
though. a' vast improvement
both'in comfort and appoint-
ment levels over the old Suzi,
is designed primarily as a
4WD vehicle, where speed
and comfort point to point
does not enter into the case.
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Then there’s the Mitsubishi
Express — certainly the best
of the pickups to emerge in
1981 — a workhorse with an
independent front end and by
far the most driveable of any
pickup available on the Aus-
tralian market. This vehicle, in
raw form, is perfect for the
tradesman or farmer, and with
the modification of a canopy,
a viable alternative for the
couple who wish to tour Aus-
tralia.

So, in our 2000km test run,
we tried to pick up on the
strengths and weaknesses of
each vehicle individually. And
while certain comparisons
were inevitable in some sec-
tions, our judges were con-
stantly reminded that  they
should assess each vehicle
on its own, with the intentions
of that vehicle’s designers

firmly borne in mind.

The route chosen was done
so carefully. It involved as
great a variety of driving con-
ditions as we could reasona-
bly ensure in the limited time
of four days. We had heavy
rain and fog in the first day,
which allowed us to assess
the wet weather handling
characteristics of the vehicles
over the Bell's Line of Road to
Lithgow, and dry weather han-
dling abilities (on tar) as we
pushed through to Parkes.
Day Two saw us on c¢orru-
gated dirt roads with heavy
dust drifts as we reached Mt
Hope and continued through
to outback Queensland. Back-
tracks through Western NSW,
with-“heavy corrugations,
washaways and large pot-
holes.gave us yet a different
slant on the vehicles’ abilities,
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at FW.D. Motors

and the 4WD tracks in the
Brindabella Ranges near
Canberra pointed up more
strengths and weaknesses.

We strove at all times to be
impartial, and chose the se-
lection panel, and, yet again,
the judges, from as varied
user groups as possible, feel-
ing that the selection of vehi-
cles, and later, assessment of
their performance and relative
merits, should neither be the
responsibility of one person,
nor represent the needs of
one only-user group.

You'll be introduced to our
selgction panel, and our
judges, (with their qualifica-
tions for being there), in the
run of this issue. We've allot-
ted a great deal of space to
the manner in which the 4WD
of 11981 was finally chosen,
but feel that this is justified,

We import direct and pass the savings on to you.
Compare our prices and you will be pleasantly surprised.
Stockists in every State.

Specialising in Jeep MB Model and spare parts for
Land Rover and Land Cruiser.

Jeep Body Kits -

& Army Type MB Model f

Stabiliser Kits
to suit all 4 x 4.

Phone now for the name of your nearest stockist.
Special discount for 4WD clubs. Dealer inquiries invited.

FWD Motors Pty Ltd Four WHEEL DRIVE DIVISION

759 Fairfield Road, Yeerongpilly, Qld. 4105. Phone (07) 48-9323, 48-5249.

as, within the short space of
one year, Overlander’s
4WDOTY Award has become
a highly coveted motoring
prize — a recognition of out-
standing achievement, and,
as | mentioned earlier, an en-
dorsement of the product. So,
to prove our credibility and the
fact that we take the presen-
tation extremely seriously,
we've devoted much of the
February issue to that end.

Finally, although there must
be only one winner, it should
be remembered that the nom-
ination as a finalistin 4WDOTY
is, in effect, a commendation
to each' vehicle’s designers,
and that eriticisms which
emerged in the course of the
test should be seen in that
light.
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Selectro Free Wheeling
Hubs to suit all popular
A= 4WDs.
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perfo med very well Gone was the irri-
tating noise, and disconcerting floor
~pan vibration on the tar. Much better.
And traction was maintained in the
rough.

Qur resident aesthetics expert, Mich-
elle, having clapped eyes on the Jack-

aroo for the first time, murmured A}g;

— a milk truck”.
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The Land Crulser 1s, toa certain ex-

tent, anachronistic in styling, and th
bulging bonnet, compared with |

FJ55, is definitely a retrograde step in
terms of knowmg where your wheels

than any

§ caused the
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- IAN GLOVER and GORDON MALLETT join our other four
]udgES in bringing you this report on the test for 4WDOTY.
e - GREG MCBEAN is respons1b1e for the fine photography.
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Above and below: Jeep’s instrumentation was impressive in layout and
comprehesibility, though perhaps control knobs could have been more
informatively labelled. Steering wheel was well padded, easy to control.
Seats, though well designed, developed irritating vibration during test.

of relevant gauges.

Above and below: Jackaroo dash, though ‘plasticky’, is well thought
out, practical, with reasonable offering of gauges. Seats are comfortable
and afford good vision. Though glovebox is copious, a centre console
between seats would be appreciated. Steering wheel affords good vision

THE TEST

ioned American in appearance.
‘Straight out of the '50s’, was the most
common comment.

Interior

In terms of instrumentation, the
Sierra fares worst and the Toyota best.
The instrumentation of the Express is
basically Sigma-like, as is the feel of the
whole vehicle. But 4WDs, because of
possible heavier operating conditions,
need more gauges then normal passen-
ger vehicles. In the Express, the only
true gauges are speedo, fuel and temper-
ature gauges. All else is catered for by
idiot lights.

The Jackaroo comes closer to the
mark, offering nice little touches like
intermittent wiper mode, and an easily
identifiable positioning of gauges.
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Though the Toyota is most complete in
this regard, we’'d still like to see a warn-
ing light indicating when 4WD is en-
gaged. Little things have been looked
after in the Toyota, like an ‘idle-up’
switch in the petrol model which mar-
ginally increases engine revs when the
going’s tough and you've got the air on.

The Jeep, too, features air condi-
tioning — the instant freeze American
type — and it's a better unit than the
Toyota’s. But on our test, we did have
trouble with fuses blowing. They’re an
unusual type, biforked, and the only
way we kept the air on was to use silver
paper to maintain the contacts.

All the panel criticised the Mitsu-
bishi and the Suzuki on the grounds of
the seats having no head restraints. The

seating in the Jackaroo was the best by
a country mile, in comfort, driving posi-
tion and the fact that, coupled with the
impressive use of glass, the driver
knows exactly where he is at all times.
The Jeep, by way of contrast, seemed to
engulf the driver by virtue of sheer size.

As one would expect for the price,
the Sierra offered least in the way of
creature comforts and was the least
comfortable to drive on long stretches.
(Then again, it wasn’'t designed as a
tourer).

We would have liked to have seen a
rear window washer/wiper on the Jack-
aroo, and certainly expected such on
the Cherokee. Likewise, the Jackaroo
really needs a rear window demister. In
the early stages of our test, it fogged up
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